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i-xm* rro,n MANIFESTO TO MEXICANS, issued by 

Hniiliano Zapala and signed by him and thirty live officers, August 1914, 



The Revolutionary moment has reached 
ils culminating point, and it is lime, therefore, 
for the country to know the truth 

The existing revolution did not make 
itself Tor the purposes of saltsfying the inter- 
ests of one personality, of any one group or of 
any one party. The exist- 
ing revolution recognises 
iliiii its origins lie deeper 
and that il is pursuing 
higher finalities. 

The peasant was 
hungry, was enduiing 
misery, was suffering 
from exploitation, and if 
he rose in arms it was lo 
obtain the bread greed of 
ihe rich denied him, lo 
make himself master of 
the land the egotistic 
landowner kepi for him- 
self, to vindicate dignity 
the slave driver iniqui- 
tously trampled on daily, 
lie threw himself into 
revolt, nol lo conquer 
illusionary political rights 
which do nol feed him, 
bul lo procure Tor himself 
a piece of land which musl supply him wilh 
food and liberty, a happy fireside and a fulurc 
of independence and growth. 

Ihe first task, that of making il impossi- 
ble for the reactionary group to be any danger, 
is earned oul by two different methods: by Ihe 
exemplary punishment of Ihe chiefs, of the 
great criminals, of the intellectual directors 
and active clcmenls of Ihe conservalivc fac- 
tion, and hy attacking Ihe pecuniary resources 
ihey employ lo work up inlrigues and provoke 
revolutions, that is lo say by the subdivision of 
the properties of the Hacienda owners and 
politicians who have put themselves at the 
from of the organised resistance lo ihe popular 
movement which began in 1910 and has 
atlained its crowning point in 1914 
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The second task that of creating powerful 
interests akin to the revolution and in solidar- 
ily wilh il, will be brought to a happy conclu- 
sion when Ihe natives, individually and in their 
communities, receive back the innumerable 
tracts of land of which they have been de- 
spoiled by the great 
landowners. Thus there 
will be satisfied bolh ihe 
human demand for land 
and that human appetite 
for liberty which is mak- 
ing 1 1 sell' felt throughout 
ihe Republic ns Ihe formi- 
dable reply lo Ihe sav- 
agery of the Hacienda 
owners which has main- 
tained, even in the C20 in 
ihe heart of free America, 
a system which the most 
unfortunate serfs in the 
Middle Ages would 
hardly have endured. 

It is certain thai the 
deluded believe that the 
country is going to be 
contented ( as il was 
contented in 1910 ) with 
an electoral panlomime, 
from which are to arise new and apparently 
honesl men who are lo occupy Ihe cruel chairs. 
Ihe seals in the Legislature, and the presidents 
lofty thrones 

The country people wish lo live Ihe life of 
cultivation: lo breath Ihe air of economic 
liberty which as yet they have nol known, and 
this they never can do while there still remains 
on foot Ihe liaditinnal lord of the sen Hold and 
the knife, who disposes al whim Ihe persons of 
his labours, an extortioner of wages, who 
annihilates them with excessive lasks, hrutal- 
ises them by misery and ill treatment, dwarfs 
and exhausts his race by ihe slow agony of 
slavery and the enforced withering of human 
beings whose slomachs and empty brains are 
very hungry. 



ZAPATISTAS 



INTRODUCTION 



/Vt midnight on the 1st of January 

1 994, NAFTA - The North American Free 
Trade Agreement between Mexico, the US 
and Canada - came into force. Barely Iwo 
hours lulcr, thousands of Indians armed 
wilh machetes, clubs and a few guns occu- 
pied four of the major towns in the Chia- 
pas, a province on Mexico's southern 
border with Guatemala, and declared war 
on the Mexican government. Two dozen 
police and an unknown number of rebels 
died in Ihe assault 

The following day, Mexican President 
Carlos Salinas dismissed the uprising as the 
work of "A local group of professionals of 
violence, probably foreigners" and 
launched a massive atiack upon Ihe rebels 
using tanks, Swiss aeroplanes, US helicop- 
ters and 1 5,000 troops Nobody knows the 
full extent of the violence that followed. 



but ihere were reports of civilian killings, 
unlawful detentions, torture and summary 
executions 

The rebels soon revealed however Ihot 
Ihcy were Indians of different ethnic 
groups calling themselves [• jercilo Zap- 
atista dc Lihcracion Naciunal (LZLN) 
Rebelling nol only against the president 
and the army, Ihey appealed for an end to 
500 years of oppression and 40 years of 
development They wanted to reclaim their 
commons and to regenerate Ihcir own 
forms of governance It was lime to say 
"liasla", Bnoughl 

Wilhin a few days of the rebellion, 
opposition groups all over Mexico came 
out in support, many adding their own 
political demands lo Ihe agenda People 
occupied the slrecls, broke decades of press 
control, and gained access to wide commu- 
nication networks both inside and outside 



Mexico All the EZLN declarations con- 
cerning freedom, justice and democracy 
were broadcast to the outside world 
ilinmgh lax and electronic mail as soon us 
they were released 

In the face of mounting opposition at 
home and abroad, and in an attempt to 
restore its tarnished image, the government 
had little choice but to change course. The 
president called a ceasefire and made a 
number of political concessions: changes in 
the cabinet, the removal of the inept gover- 
nor of the Chiapas, the establishment of 
investigatory commissions and committees, 
a pledge to ensure 'cleaner' presidential 
elections in August and - of course - the 
promise of tons of money to everyone in 
Chiapas, particularly the rebels. 

Chiapas is one of Mexico's richest 
provinces Its oil, gas, hydroelectric dams, 
limber, honey, corn and other resources 
support the Mexican economy; yet Chiapas 
is one of the poorest provinces One third of 
it's 3 5 million inhabitants are long sulVer- 
ing Indians, 30,000 died last year of hunger 
and associated diseases in the area of the 
uprising. Over the last few years the drive 
to exploit the resources of the area has 
compounded oppression to the level of 
genocide. 



The revolt was not a response to a lack 
of development - a call for cheaper food, 
more jobs, more health care and more 
education - or to poverty and misery, It was 
a dignified reaction to too much develop- 
ment. It arose because people opted for a 
more dignified form of dying. 

Rather than demanding the expansion 
of the economy, the EZLN wish to expel it 
from their domain. Within their traditional 
forms of governance, they keep alive their 
own life support systems based on self 
reliance and mutual help, informal net- 
works for the direct exchange of goods, 
services and information, and administra- 
tion of justice which calls for compensation 
more than punishment 

The movement takes up from the long 
tradition of peasant and Indian rebellions 
that have had such an inlluence on Mexi- 
co's history to Panco Villa, who inspired 
the EZLN's military strategy, and Emiliano 
Zapata. Villa and Zapata arc rcnouncd not 
simply for occupying the Presidential 
Palace at the head of victorious peasant 
armies in the 1 920*s, but also for immedi- 
ately abandoning it because they did not 
want to seize power and govern the coun- 
try, but only io reclaim the peasant com- 
mons. 



• See back page for reference. 



Gustavo Esleva. * 



fore, according lo this declaration of war, we 
give our military forces the EZLN, the follow- 
ing orders: 

FIRST Advance In the capital of the coun- 
try, overcoming Ihc Mexican federal army, 
protecting in our advance Ihc civilian popula- 
tion and permitting the people in the liberated 
area the right lo freely and democratically elect 
their own administrative authorities. 

SliCOND: Respect the lives of our prison- 
ers and turn over all wounded to the interna- 
tional red cross. 

THIRD.Initiale summary judgments 
against all soldiers of the Mexican federal 
army, who we accuse of being traitors to our 
country, and the political police that have 
received training or have been paid by foreign- 
ers and against all those who have repressed 
and treated badly the civil population and 
robbed and stolen from or attempted against the 
good of the people. 

FORTH Form new troops with all those 
that show their interest in joining our 
struggle. including those that .being enemy 
soldiers, turn themselves in without having 
fought against us.and promise to take orders 
from the general command of the Zapatista 
Army of national liberation. 

FIFTHWe ask for the unconditional 
surrender of the enemies headquarters before 
we begin any combat lo avoid any loss of lives. 
SIXTH:Suspend the robbery of our natural 
resources in the areas controlled by the EZLN. 
To the people of Mexico: We.lhe men and 
women, full and free, are conscious that the war 
that we have declared is our last resort, but also 
a just otie.'fhe dictators are applying an unde- 
clared gcnocidal war against our people for 
many years. Therefore we ask for your 
participation.your decision to support this plan 
thai struggles for work, land housing, food, 
health care, education, independancc, freedom, 
democracy, justice and peace. We declare that 
we will not stop fighting until the basic de- 
mands of our people have been met by forming 



a government of our country (hat is free and 
democratic. 

JOIN Tl IE INSURGENT FORCES OF 
THE ZAPATISTAS! 

General command of (he EZLN 1993 



The following is an extract of a Zap- 
atista communique 6 January 1994 

Losses suffered by Zapalislas:9 dead and 
20 seriously wounded who are being cared 
for in our campaign hospitals 

Losses suffered by enemy forces (in- 
cluding police and federal soldiers27 dead 40 
wounded and 1 80 prisonerswho surrendered 
to our forces and were later freed with no 
harm done to their physical beings.There are 
at least 30 more dead that have not been 
confirmed These losses in addition to an 
undetermined number of wounded occurred 
on January 4 in the mountains south of San 
Cristobal de las Casas when bombs 
dropped by Mexican Air Force planes fell on 
army soldier trucks which were operating in 
the zone 

Destroyed or damaged enemy war 
materials: 3 helicopters and 3 artillery 
planes, 15 radios, 15 transport vehicles. 4 
state judicial lorture centres 

Freed prisoners: 230 in four jails which 
were attacked and freed by EZLN forces. 

Recuperated war supplies: Approxi- 
mately 207 arms of different calibers (M 16, 
Gl. Ml, pistols, fine lances, and shotguns) 
and an undetermined number of depots 
1,266 kilograms of dynamite and 10,000 
TNT detonators. More than 20 transport 
vehicles 

WE WILL NOT PUT DOWN OUR 
ARMS! WE WANT JUSTICE, 
NOT PARDON OR CHARITY! 
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